2nd Sunday of Lent, Cycle C, March 17, 2019

	“Cross my heart and hope to die!”
	How many of us blurted out those words as kids? How many of us actually thought them through, and realized what they meant? In effect, we were saying that if we broke our promise, we should die. “Cross my heart and hope to die.” Now, that’s really putting your life on the line.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	That’s also the meaning of the mysterious event that we witness in the first reading of today’s Mass from the book of Genesis. In the ancient world, it was the custom to hold a sacrifice when making a covenant between two parties. The animals for the sacrifice were split in two, and the parties making the covenant would walk between the split pieces. In effect, they were saying that if they ever broke the covenant, they should end up like the cut-up animals. 
	In the reading, God makes Abram a promise. And to show Abram a commitment to keeping that promise, God passes through the split pieces of animals. That is to say, the smoking brazier and flaming torch, which stand for God, pass through. Break the promise, and you end up like the cut-up animals. That’s really putting your life on the line. That’s really taking your promise seriously.
	-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	It’s so hard to know who you can trust. People hesitate to believe anyone, and with good reason. We have seen too many broken promises. We have seen too many married couples fail to live up to their wedding vows. We have seen too many politicians set aside their campaign promises once they are elected. We have seen too many church leaders violate the trust we have placed in them. 
	Who can you trust? Who can you depend on? It’s really hard to tell. 
	That attitude of mistrust even affects the way we look at the promises that Jesus Christ has made. After all, when so many others have played free and easy with the truth, why should he be any different? 
	Several Sundays ago, in the gospel reading, he told us: 
	“Blest are you who are poor; the kingdom of God is yours.”
	“Blest are you who are now hungry; for you will be satisfied.”
	“Blest are you who are now weeping, for you will laugh.”
“Blest are you when people hate you, and when they exclude and insult you, and denounce your name as evil on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice and leap for joy on that day!”
	Beautiful promises, but how can we be sure? How can we know that Jesus Christ will stand by his word? 
	“Cross my heart and hope to die.” That’s saying that you’ll put your life on the line. But Jesus Christ went beyond that. He put his life on the cross. By that action, he assured us of the truth of all his words. Because of that action, we can put our trust in him. 
	Through his sacrifice on the cross, Jesus established a covenant with us, just as God had made a covenant with Abram years before. In that covenant, God promised Abram, later known as Abraham, that he would have as many descendants as stars in the sky. Since Abraham was 99 years old, and did not have any children at the time, that promise was hard to believe. But Abraham did believe. The scripture says: “Abram put his faith in the LORD, who credited it to him as an act of righteousness.”
	What Abraham believed eventually became reality. The Jewish people are descended from Abraham. Not only that, in a spiritual sense, we also are among his descendants. We call Abraham our father in faith. That is because we imitate his example of faith. We place our trust in God. We believe in the promises God has made through Jesus Christ, who laid down his life for us, and showed us that he can be believed.  

  

