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Holy Cross School crowns the
Blessed Mother with honor and love

~ Tonia Helm

Every May, the 8 grade class
puts on their best clothes and leads
Holy Cross School in a beautiful
ceremony that culminates with the
crowning of the Blessed Mother.
This is a timehonored tradition that
requires much preparation.

The celebration begins with
music and is followed by a tribute to
Mary entitled #AA
This beautiful poem describes the
way in which our Heavenly Father

attendant who carries the crown. As
they slowly process to the statue of
Our Lady, the school children sing the
nCanticle of Mary.
After honoring Our Blessed
Mother, the children then take an
opportunity to honor all of our earthly
mothers. The mothers of th& 8
graders are invited to the altar to
represent all mothers while the entire
Moh dhelr 6si CgowinT e
This year, Holy Cross School will
celebrate their May Crowning on May

rewards the many attributes a mother 4" at 1:30 p.m. in the church. All

must have from her patience to the
prayers she says for her children.
After each quality, a different
gemstone is added to a golden
crown. Following the tribute the
entire
Bl essed Mot h'sgrade |l
class. Here the children are
reminded of the different ways in
which we are assisted by our
Heavenly Mother. After reading the
Annunciation story from the Gospel
of Luke, the children are ready to
begin AThe
Students from each grade level are
given candles, the church is
darkened, and we quietly begin the
rosary while meditating on the
Joyful Mysteries. This ends with a
meditation from Father Mark.
Finally, the students are ready to
crown Mary. Members of thé"8
grade class submit short reflections
describing their relationship with
Mary, and how she has helped them
at different moments in their lives.
Six students are chosen for the
procession. Two will lead with
flowers, followed by two with
candles, followed by the young lady
who will crown Mary and her

school prjla

parishioners are invited to join in this
beautiful celebration!
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Holy Cross School
celebrates their
May Crowning
on Tuesday,
May 4, 2010,
at 1:30 p.m.
in the
church.
All are welcome!




Pastoral
Reflection

All Will Know You Are My Disciples
~ Fr. Mark

This time of year has lots of what
I call Astretchi
Culturally we move into the season
for graduations, farewell parties,
choir concerts and celebrations of
athletic achievements. As a church
after a dedicated effort in Lent to
prepare our hearts we have now
journeyed through the mystery and
power of the Triduum to the
abundance of Easter. Easter seaso
we typically celebrate the initiation
sacraments of First Communion anc
Confirmation because they are the
fullness of what we believe: that
Christ is with us and present among
us all through our lives to nourish
and guide us.

As | survey the liturgies and
events of the past month | can find
lots of moments that may feel
challenging to us. We have just
finished the last of our annual
bilingual liturgies, those key
moments when we gather from our
various masses and parish groups t
worship as one around the altar of
Christ. This is always a stretch! A
beauti ful chall e
to come together as a parish family
with our various backgrounds and
preferences. Gratefully, as member
of the Church, we have the teaching
of Christ (AFat hle
one!) and the guidelines of our
church to show us the way. In
todaybés gospel Jle
all will know we are his disciples by
the way that we love one another
And in moments that push us to the
edge of our comfort zone our ability

Continued on Page 4

Living gratitude for those who
served our nation

~By Christy
iF- Nothing says
from t hieilsburyeDoughd
Boy While not exactly a Doctor of
the_Church, this Pasty little man is
: c%t% so?n()e(tlﬁng HIIS W|sd%m has to
do with loving service to others and
how a simple, thoughtful act can
make a limp heart swell and warm
like a loaf of fresHbaked bread.

For the past eight years, Holy
Cross parishioner Mary Ann Gabel,
currently Commander of the
Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary #34 in Johnson County,
has made monthly visits to the
Veterans Hospital in Leavenworth.
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She knows that in our society, many

veterans of the Armed Forces find
themselves craving appreciation,
especially when factors such as
advanced age, physical disabilities,
or addictions send them into hospita
care. Two of the three friends who
accompany Mary Ann each month
are veterans themselves, and Mary
Annds | ate husba
away in 1968, was a disabled
veteran. When Mary Ann retired

eight years ago,
do this. o She s
C 0 me fromthe H

n Pgel% my hus'ﬂ)and anymore but 1% ca
help other people. It makes me feel
really good. o

Mary Ann describes a typical
Visit b%'nnlng
nurS|nngon¥e w&h a ga¥ne (% blngo

AfnWe bring sixty
for blngo Pnzes that C n be used in
CeHéE MiNdE 8S v
The patients might not have access
to change, so it
Then come the snacks and desserts
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p €he warnstteand kindness is audible in
oMamyy Anrké&s swonied i &g
the Auxiliaryds off
selected and prepared homemade
cookies, banana bread, apple pie, juicy
cantaloupe, ice cream. Along with
home cooked desserts, the group also
brings the hugely appreciated small
comforts of extra clothing, new
underwear, and gift cards. For the few
female veterans, they also donate
cosmetics. Larger gifts are
occasionally offered, such as a $500
donation towards participation in The
National Veterans Wheelchair Games
in Denver.
ltdés cl ear, howev
companionship is most appreciated.
iSome patients arer
here and dondét have
Ann expl ains. nA |
individually and thank us for coming.

I They want to mark their calendars for

our next visit. Y C
just delighted to
thing for them, and for us, the
nalppmwdhoi ptaisecre di s pay
Wedd all agree t h;

be valued, recognized, and
rerheenbefe@. |Althou@h arhaspital cae d
a yravide plfiysidal and medica b |y
o] ﬂolyjtlorS fthie unspbken basic needs 0fO t
N cgmpanYonshlp, homemade banana
bread, and a new pack of underwear
arenét part of the
prescription. It takes an extra act of
love to anticpatchandsapsiver thdsé s
nfeeds. Mary Ann sa
dwh o @d sbé ni Muear ¢ etr e
hospl tal, even if 'y

; etheéAluxﬂlayy e jashtry to &éring

them a little something extra. That
O0wayw,nd exdysa MarytAmn
5.t heydre not forgott




ub Blessing for
Mothers

We bless you and we praise you, God
of our mothers!

You are the God of Eve, mother of all
the living.

You are the God of Sarah, who
laughed at childbearing in old age.

You are the God of Rebekah who
favored her seconborn, Jacob.

You are the God of Leah,
mother of tribes,

and of Rachel, who mourned and
wrestled and won.

You are the God of Hannah, who
strongly sang your praise for

If you enjoy cards, the Bridge C
might just suit you

its annual pot luck dinner and awards
banquet. This year it will be held on
May 8in the church basement. The
club will provide barbeque and the
members will bring desserts and side
dishes. After dinner they will play
bridge, and cash prizes will be
awarded to the winners.
Additionally, George says each yea
the Bridge Club makes a donation to
the church.

According to George,
approximately half of the Bridge
Club members are Holy Cross

~ Marian Cherry

For more than 40 years, members
of the Holy Cross Bridge Club have
been meeting on the second Saturday
of the month from September through
May to play Bridge.

The club played its first game in
19697 just one year after Holy Cross
was established. It was organized by
Bob and Jerrie Lipke who are still
members today.

This year there are 20 couples who
are members of the Bridge Club,
according to George Dirnberger, who

. L L Samson,
with .hIS wife Nancy have been . par!sh!oners, a fourth are former and of Naomi who faithfully walked
presidents of the club for the past five parishioners, and the other fourth are with Ruth

years. not members.
iWe have four c
five different host houses each

mont h, 0 George exX

i ] You are the God of Elizabeth, who
D u pTheeBsidgenGiub wilyystart t o bore the Baptist

anothgr hinemonth ses~S|on n ] and of Ann, the grandmother of Jesus.
pSepeiminee dues argiappirokiraately You are the God of

every six hands, the players change
partners until 24 hands have been
played in the evening. At the end of
the evening, we add together each
coupleds score. o
In May, the Bridge Club will hold

$30 per couple. If you have
experience playing Bridge and are
interested in joining the club, call
George Dirnberger at 93342-0585
or watch for more information in the
bulletin early in August.
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Mot her 0s

Fill this world, O God, with a
mot her 6s | ovel

We ask this through your Son Jesus
Christ,

who desires to gather us together

as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings.

He lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God forever and
ever. Amen.

Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago:
Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North
Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 6064201; 800
-933-1800; www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart.
All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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spouse and mother of our Savior,
given by Christ on the cross to be
the mother of us all.

We thank you, God, for the gift of our

mothers,
for grandmothers and godmothers and
thersin-law, too:
Sﬁgtoug—ioss frit LIJporn)urg
mothers,
at whose breasts we were fed,
by whose hands we were cleaned and
clothed, at times corrected,
in whose laps we learned to sing
and speak and play and pray,
at whose side we hear your word
and celebrate your mysteries.
Heal their pains and disappointments.
Forgive all that needs to be forgiven.
Give to them the good that they have
given others.
Welcome to your bosom those who
have died.

Continued
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Blessed be God who chose youl| irfastoral Reflection

Continued from Page 2

C h r|St~ Ephesians 1:-8 to love one another can be tested! Yet
in those moments we also come to

know the height and depth and width
and breadth of Chri
Another stretching moment for us
this year is the upcoming renovation
of the church hall. In April, and now
especially in May, we will be busy
about the work of preparing the hall
for a complete renovation. Groups are
making plans on how to manage their
regular activities during the months of
construction. Our renovated space
will be a beautiful sign of the new life
of Easter and the strength of our
community. But it is not easy! As the
disciples say in Acts 14.28,is
necessary for us to undergo many

hardships to enter the Kingdom of

Photograph by Jim Wendlling .
Back row (L to R): John Witzgall, Kyle Gallagher and Marga&bWan;jiku God There.ls much.hard work to _b?
Middle Row (L to R): KirSteeatt, William Sweatt, Katie Aaronson andrBéverly done, packing, moving boxes, shifting

Front Row (L to R): William Sweatt, Jr., Kelsey SweattA@athsonend Lindiehletz. schedules. We will find these

Holv C vileged t lebrate the initiati ¢ eight adult dth activities life giving when we place
qy ross yvas privilege c?c.:ee rag e ini |.a |9n of eight adu saq r€€ them in the context of doing our part
children during the Easter Vigil on April 3rd. Linzie Wohletz was baptized, anq o build up Christaé
the others, who were already baptized Christians, professed their faith as ngw, ,
Catholics. The adults received th t of Confirmation and all celebfateq.’ = =2 Communty.
atholics. The adults received the sacrament of Confirmation and all celebrated, \ .. =4 is doing this Easter for

their First Communion. Below are some of their Easter reflections, along w . . . .
. . us is revealing a glimpse of his new
the reflections of their sponsors.
heaven and new earth that he

Godods gift to me this Easter i s t heashioged Broughottie dgatd antl ak i n
my family. | feel blessed to have that in my life now. resurrection of Jesus. We can

—
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participate in that new reality, and we

do so day to day, in the small and

Godbés gift to me was being compl et %eerWiﬁgfyﬁinom&’eas?ohsfwemaWei, t h
this Easter is something that | will always remember. as we participate in the life of the

This Easter has been a renewal of faith. It is so easy to get lost in the day tp Beloved Community. As our Pastoral

day. My initiation into the Church has caused me to stop and listen. Council has stated in our updated

féYIission Statement, we akoly Cross
parish, a diverse community,

welcoming and accepting, united in
My gift this Easter was receiving the Body and Blood of Christ. our Catholic faith. committed to

| have been given a sense of peace, and a new beginning in life.

Having my daughter stand on the altar with me, and having a spiritual homgq
her.

My gift was learning about a religion that | have practiced all my life. | have|aforming people in the image of Christ
better understanding now and a stronger passion for being Catholic. to better serve the Lord and our
neighhor, WhenéNe live our missi(?n,
S evel 0do call

n g? _ b
the grace of Easter is revealed!

Happiness is my gift this Easter,
in the lives of these women and men.
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