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 Father David celebrated his 23rd 
anniversary of ordination on March 
18th and remembers clearly feeling 
called by God to the priesthood.  Since 
his ordination he has worked as a 
missionary in the Colombian Plains of 
Yopal, Cazanares, Colombia, and has 
also served as a parish priest in several 
different churches. 
 Since his arrival he has witnessed 
great hospitality from Father Mark, 
Father Tom, and the warmth of the 

Hispanic community.  
The parishioners of 
Holy Cross have all 
extended a 
welcoming spirit to 
him. 
  I found Father 
David to have a 
warm, friendly and 
comforting demeanor.  
He is looking forward 
to serving the people 
of Holy Cross Church 
with dedication and 

compassion. He hopes to offer 
counseling, spiritual direction, and 
inspiring homilies.  
 In his spare time he enjoys reading, 
listening to music, going for walks, 
and the movies. We welcome Father 
David as our new associate pastor.   

~ Sara Henry  
 Holy Cross is once again blessed 
to have a priest from our sister 
diocese of Zipaquirá, Colombia.   
Fr. David Armando Garavito will 
assume Fr. Liborio Pachón’s 
responsibilities ministering to the 
Hispanic community.  He is 
delighted to come and serve his 
sister parish of Holy Cross. He has 
heard wonderful things about Holy 
Cross from fellow priests who have 
served here already. 
  Zipaquirá is a 
town of 1.2 million 
people, who work in 
manufacturing and 
industries such as 
flower production, 
glass and salt 
mining. San José 
seminary is located 
in Zipaquirá and is 
home to 120 priests 
who reside there.   
 Father David 
arrived in the Unites States on 
February 4, 2010.  He was born in 
Junin, Colombia, the youngest of 
four siblings.  His parents, who are 
now deceased, were very strong 
Catholics, who believed in daily 
prayer and the rosary. 
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~Robert Bacic 
   I am often asked why we call 
ourselves Roman Catholics as 
opposed to just Catholics.  This 
question came up during the last 
meeting of our catechetical series, 
Foundations of Faith.  We are 
reading our way through the United 
States Catholic Catechism for Adults 
and frequently come across 
references to the “Latin” and 
“Eastern” rites of the Church.   
 The Universal Catholic Church 
was first divided into East and West 
at the end of the third and the 
beginning of the fourth centuries 
when the Roman Emperor Diocletian 
divided the empire between 
Constantinople (East) and Rome 
(West).  Distinct ways of praying, 
doing theological reflection and 
governing began to emerge in the 
Western (Latin or Roman) Church 
and the Eastern Churches.   
 We call ourselves Roman 
Catholics, because there are other 
kinds of Catholics, who have their 
origin in the eastern regions of the 
ancient Roman Empire.  The four 
original Eastern traditions are 
centered in Byzantium 
(Constantinople or present day 
Istanbul, Turkey), Antioch (Syria), 
Alexandria (Egypt), and Jerusalem.  
These are distinct Churches who are 
in communion with the Bishop of 
Rome and so share in the fullness of 
the universal Catholic faith.  These 
Eastern Churches are quite small in 
comparison to the Western Church, 
but as Pope John Paul II said in his 
apostolic letter, Oriental Lumen: 
“conversion is … required of the 
                             (Continued on page 3) 
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~ Julie Dresser 
 First Communion!  You can tell 
it’s important when so many special 
activities surround it! One hundred 
thirteen children in grades two 
through six will celebrate this first in 
their faith life in two Masses on Sat-
urday mornings at 11:00 a.m., April 
17th and 24th.  To prepare for the 
Mass, all of the children come to-
gether for the morning 
on the first Saturday 
of Easter, April 10th.  
It’s an opportunity for 
them to meet those 
they share this day 
with besides their 
classmates at Holy 
Cross School and Religious Educa-
tion, as Eucharist unites us.  We 
bring food donations because Eucha-
rist is spiritual food we share like a 
meal and some do not have food to 
eat.   We practice our procession into 
the church with reverence.  We put 
our handprints on banners with paint 
to decorate the sanctuary, showing 
we are the hands of Christ on earth 
when we are united with Him in 
Eucharist.  We each decorate a ban-
ner to be hung on our family pew, as 
we come to communion with our 

first teachers, our parents.  We take a 
moment to pause and write a letter to 
Jesus about what we want to tell Him 
as we come to this long-awaited day.   
We see a short film called “Grandma’s 
Bread”, a story of a family who’s 
Grandmother bakes special bread for 
Easter.  She unexpectedly passes away 
before her grandson’s First Commun-
ion.  How will they remember 

Grandma?  Finally, we 
gather together with Fr. 
Mark in the hall for a 
Last Supper drama, par-
taking in a ‘washing of 
the hands’, unleavened 
bread and grape juice.  
We see that Jesus gave 

us his life in the form of bread and 
wine because he knew he was physi-
cally leaving us.  Many parents are 
integral to the success of this morning, 
working at the various stations.  Your 
example as Eucharistic community 
who faithfully attend Mass, receive 
Our Lord in communion and then do 
the work of Christ in your families, 
our parish and greater communities 
are the living example for our little 
ones as they continue to grow beyond 
this First Communion Day.�
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Latin Church, that she may respect 
and fully appreciate the dignity of 
Eastern Churches, and accept 
gratefully the spiritual treasures of 
which the Eastern Catholic Churches 
are the bearers, to the benefit of the 
entire Catholic communion.”   
 Over the years tensions increased 
between Churches of Rome and 
Constantinople over governance, 
liturgical practices and theology.  In 
1054 these tensions resulted in each 
Church excommunicating the other, 
and this separation continues to this 
day between the Catholic Church and 
the Orthodox Church.  So, our friends 
and neighbors who are Eastern 
Orthodox Christians are not in 
communion with the Catholic Church, 
but those who are Eastern Catholic 
Christians are.  Again, the Eastern 
Orthodox Churches are much larger 
than the Eastern Catholic Churches. 
   One of the most painful points of 
difference between Western Church 
(Catholic and Protestant) and the 
Eastern Orthodox Churches is that we 
do not normally celebrate Easter on 
the same day.  Both East and West use 
the same formula: Easter is the first 
Sunday after the first full moon of the 
spring equinox.  One of the major 
differences, though, is that Orthodox 
Christians use the Julian calendar, 
while Western Christians use the 
Gregorian calendar.  The Julian 
calendar is a solar calendar introduced 
by Julius Caesar at Rome in 46 B.C.  
It is a 12 month calendar of 364 ¼ 
days.  Because of a slight error in the 
calendar’s calculation, it was 
approximately 11 minutes slow every 
year.  In 1582 Pope Gregory XIII 
added 10 days to correct the 
accumulated gap between the Julian 
calendar and the actual season of the  
                                (Continued on page 4) 
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Women’s Renewal 
Weekend:   

May 1-2, 2010 
 

Brochures are located in the 
church narthex.  Call Christy 
Kincaid at 913-901-0445  

By Christy L’Esperance 
 Happy Easter!  In this most joyful 
season of our Church year, it’s natural 
to look back on the road that led us to 
this summit.  As disciples of Christ, 
we each, in our own way, walked the 
six week journey of Lent.  Some 
members of our parish celebrate, after 
much discernment and prayer, as 
newly confirmed Catholics.  Some of 
us might be rejoicing with new 
appreciation for whatever discipline 
we exercised over Lent. (Welcome 
back, dessert!)  Others may enjoy a 
profound closeness to our Lord after a 
heightened period of prayer. 
 Carla Andreoli is one of thirteen of 
our fellow parishioners who met in 
one of two small faith sharing groups 
this Lent.  The groups used materials 
from a Lenten Bible study titled, 
Disciples on the Journey.  People of 
varied backgrounds and stages of life 
gathered weekly to listen to the 
readings of the coming Sunday, much 
as the disciples in Jesus’ time gathered 
around Him to listen to His word.  “I 
loved the back and forth of opinions,” 
says Carla.  “After discussing the 
Gospel reading, then hearing Father 
Mark’s homily, it all made more sense 
on Sunday.  It tied it all together.” 
 Several people in Carla’s group 
have been meeting yearly for short 
Bible studies since 1999.  Others are 
new to the group.  This is Debbie 
Williams’ first Lent to take part in a 
small faith sharing group.  “Lent is 
kind of a dark time.  Disciples on the 
Journey helped me to focus on what 
Lent really means to me personally.”  
Debbie would “highly recommend” 
joining a small faith sharing group 
next Lent.  “The preparation was not 
at all cumbersome.  It was maybe ten 
minutes of reading.  People shy away 
from Bible studies because they think 

you should be well-versed, but this 
was very simple.  The simplicity 
helped set the stage for a relaxed 
atmosphere.”  In that relaxed 
environment, people were freed to 
explore Lent on a deeper level, and 
to rejuvenate and inspire each other 
through God’s word, like true 
disciples. 
 We are each disciples on a 
journey, individually and 
collectively.  Since Lent to Easter is 
just one leg of that lifelong tour of 
all that Christ has to offer, why not 
join or form a small faith sharing 
community on this next leg of your 
journey?  Watch the bulletin, call the 
church office, or talk to friends about 
forming one.  Debbie Williams 
recommends, “If you’re not sure 
about joining a Bible study, just try 
it.  Start with a small one and you’ll 
be amazed by what you learn.”  
Keep walking, because on this 
journey, there are many more 
beautiful views on the road ahead. 
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~ Sandy Schluter  
 “Be sealed with the Gift of the 
Holy Spirit!” On Thursday, April 22nd, 
our eighth grade and high school 
students from Holy Cross School and 
our Sunday Religious Education 
program will hear this powerful 
command from Archbishop Keleher 
during our Confirmation ceremony at 
Holy Cross. 
 It is always an exciting time for us; 
as the previous two years of faith 
formation and sacramental preparation 
comes, not to an end, but on to a new 
path in our students’ spiritual journey.  
For two years, our students have 
learned about various aspects of their 
Catholic faith through experiences 
offered in and around Holy Cross 
parish.  They have volunteered with 
service organizations, led prayer 
services and helped at Mass, attended 
Reconciliation services, learned about 

Right-to-Life issues, and developed 
friendships in their faith community 
through youth group, retreats, and 
ski trips.  
 At the same time, our parents, 
catechists, and adult helpers have 
also added to their own faith stories, 
simply by having the opportunity to 
provide and support these activities 
for our youth. For as we tell the 
students each year, Confirmation is 
not the end of the journey, but rather 
the beginning of a new journey!  
 Please pray for our 84 candidates 
as they receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation in a few weeks.  And 
pray for our sponsors, parents, and 
catechists that helped to prepare 
them for this exciting step in their 
Catholic faith.  May the Holy Spirit 
be stirred up inside each of us that 
play a role in the Confirmation 
process.  
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year.  Today we all use the Gregorian 
calendar for daily business.  The result 
of using these two different calendars 
is that the date of Easter in the West 
and in the East can vary widely.   
 The good news is that in 2010 and 
2011 the two calendars coincide and 
we find ourselves in the unique 
situation where all Christians will be 
celebrating the resurrection of the 
Lord on the same day.   
 The work of Christian unity cannot 
stop.  It is imperative that we continue 
to seek out ways to treasure our 
differences while binding ourselves 
together in mutual love and faith.  The 
communion of Roman Catholics and 
Eastern Catholics shows us that it can 
be done.  May we pray this Easter that 
the power of Christ’s resurrection will 
shed healing light and insight onto the 
situations and questions that keep us 
apart.    
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 On Saturday morning, March 26, 
Rick Worms led a workshop for parish 
musicians titled, Sing to the Lord: 
Music in Divine 
Worship.  This 
is the first music 
document to be 
published by the 
U.S. Catholic 
bishops in 25 
years.  It was 
written for all 
who lead us in 
worship: 
bishops, priests, 
deacons, cantors, choirs and 
musicians.  The document addresses 
all aspects of music’s role in the Mass, 
but also its use in the other sacraments 
as well as Eucharistic adoration and 
various devotions.  

 We sing in worship for two 
primary reasons, according to the 
document.  First, music is a way for 

God to lead us 
into the realm 
of higher 
things.  And, 
second, music 
sends us into 
the world to 
spread the 
gospel with 
energy and 
compassion.   
Music is 
worthy of our 

best efforts no matter our role or 
responsibilities.  So, let us lift our 
voices and express our appreciation 
to those who lead us in song. 
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