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I was told about the new priestly 

branch.  I was inspired by Mother 

Teresa, so in 1986, six months away 

from being ordained a deacon, I 

moved to New York to become a 

Missionary of Charity.  I loved the 

combination of serving the poor and 

the priesthood.  

 My contact with Mother Teresa 

was sporadic. I moved to Mexico in 

the late 80’s, and Mother Teresa came 

for my ordination in 1989.  I had 

contact with her about once a year 

until I moved back to Rome, when I 

saw her all of the 

time.  I was able to 

celebrate Mass with 

Mother Teresa and 

talked a lot with her.  I 

moved back to 

Mexico in 1996 and 

she passed in 1997. 

 How long have you 

been in the 

Missionaries of 

Charity Fathers order, 

and what were your 

ministries?  23 years – 

as a seminarian at 

first, then 21 years as 

a priest.  I spent twelve years as a 

novice master, helping seminarians in 

formation.  For four years in Rome, I 

was a Superior of students in theology 

and I worked in administration for five 

years.  Starting in 2000, I spent two 

years, full time, working in missions 

in Guatemala – we revived a mission 

there.  I’ve served as retreat master for 

the Missionaries of Charity Sisters in 

twenty-five countries over the past 

eighteen years, giving retreats in India, 

Mongolia, Japan, Australia, the 

Central African Republic, Kosovo 

during the conflict—I stopped writing 

here.  Suffice it to say, he’s been 

everywhere—basically going where 

~ Christy L’Esperance 

 Father Robert Conroy made the 

Holy Cross rectory his new place of 

residence last month when he 

received a reassignment, 

transitioning from Parochial Vicar of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in 

Topeka to Pastor of the Church of 

the Holy Cross.  In the months 

ahead, we can welcome Father 

Conroy with the warmth and 

friendliness that we’ve all come to 

love in this parish, transforming an 

assignment and the residence that 

came with it into a 

home. 

 As an 

introduction, portions 

of a conversation with 

Father Bob follow.  

Just be sure to follow 

up with your own 

conversations and 

introductions. 

 Where did you 

grow up and go to 

school?  I was born in 

Minneapolis and I 

have two younger 

brothers.  Our father 

was in the military, so we moved all 

around the country.  When I was in 

fifth grade, we moved to Topeka and 

I went to high school at Washburn 

Rural there. 

What drew you to the Missionaries 

of Charity Fathers, and what contact 

did you have with Mother Teresa, 

the founder of the Missionaries of 

Charity? 

 I was studying with the 

Archdiocese of Kansas City and was 

sent to Rome for four years as part of 

my preparation for the priesthood.  I 

was working in soup kitchens and a 

night shelter with the Missionaries of 

Charity sisters as a coworker.  There 

Welcome to Holy Cross, Fr. Bob 

(Continued on page 4) 
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~Fr . Robert Conroy 

                    + 

Ave Crux, Spes Nostra 

(Hail the Cross, Our Hope) 

 This past month I have been 

reflecting on my appointment to the 

Church of the Holy Cross, and, apart 

from thinking about practical aspects 

of administration, I have spent a 

considerable amount of time 

pondering the spirituality contained 

in the name of our parish.  The Cross 

occupies an important place in the 

history of salvation, and it is a silent 

witness of the Passion and Death of 

Jesus - a sign of contradiction in a 

world obsessed with itself. 

 During my priestly life I have had 

the opportunity to serve in many 

different ecclesial communities 

around the world.  I am always 

attentive to the spiritual patronage of 

the churches  where I have been 

assigned in order to take advantage 

of this special supernatural 

communion.  Deep in the interior of 

Guatemala I helped resurrect an 

abandoned mission founded by the 

Dominicans in the 16th century.  Our 

simple church, which contained over 

30 hand-carved statues, was called 

"The Conversion of St. Paul".  In 

Tijuana, Mexico I worked for several 

years in a chapel made of used 

garage doors and tar paper.  We 

placed that impoverished community 

under the patronage of St. Therese of 

Lisieux.  When I lived in Rome, Italy 

I served for several years in the 

women's section of the maximum 

security prison, Rebibia.  The chapel 

where I said Mass for the prisoners 

was called "Maria Bambina" - that 

is, Baby Mary. Finally, these past six 

Pastoral  
Reflection 
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Dear Holy Cross Parishioners, 

  As principal of our parish school I have many responsibilities such as 

insuring that we provide quality academics, managing the budget, marketing 

the school, evaluating textbooks (the list could go on and on).  However, the 

most important and profound responsibility I have to assist the parents and 

teacher in passing on the Catholic faith to our students.  In order to be most 

effective in this effort the adults in a child’s life must continue to grow and 

develop in their own lives.  To assist the teachers in this important activity, the 

school faculty will begin participating in the School of Faith this school year.  

An instructor from School of Faith will meet with our faculty once a month 

throughout the school year.  With his guidance we will study the Old and New 

Testament, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, virtue, moral principles, 

social doctrine and theology of the body.  We will also develop our interior 

faith lives, grow as a faith community, and grow in our ability to pass this gift 

on to the children. 

 There are many other exciting things happening here at the school. Here are 

just a few.  

In April of this past school year we hosted a team of visiting educators who 

evaluated our school and recommended us for reaccreditation with the 

North Central Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement.  As 

a result, we have received our accreditation which is valid through June 30, 

2015. 

Our students continue to do exceptionally well on the Kansas State 

Assessments, and in the spring of 2010 we far exceeded the requirements 

set by the State of Kansas to receive their accreditation. 

We continue to improve our technological resources available to the 

children and the staff.  We now have 10 Smart Boards (large interactive 

computer screens) in our building, two mobile laptop computer labs, one 

stationary computer lab, computers in every classroom, and wireless 

internet access in our building.   

Through the generosity of our parents and parishioners through their 

donations to Fund-A-Need at Celebration the last two years we are 

completing the purchasing of our new reading/literacy series for 

Kindergarten through 6th grade. 

For this school year I have created a new Student Support Team.  The 

teachers that make up this team are dedicated to meeting the needs of all 

our children.  The team is lead by our Special Needs Coordinator who is a 

special education teacher.  Her focus will be on gifted / enhanced learning.  

We have two reading specialists on this team and an ELL (English 

Language Learner) teacher. 

If you would like to know more about our parish school, please call for a 

personal tour or visit our website at www.holycrosscatholicschool.com.   

 Finally, I want to thank the entire parish community for helping us create a 

positive Christian atmosphere for our children and providing them with an 

outstanding academic program.  God's Blessings to you all!   

~ Mary Jo Gates, Principal 

Itõs time for school! 

http://www.holycrosscatholicschool.com
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Remembering Father Mark 
By Marian Cherry 

 When Father Mark received his 

new assignment in Kansas City, 

Kansas, a Holy Cross Triumph staff 

writer asked several parishioners their 

thoughts about Father Mark.  Here is 

what they had to say. 

When I hear Father Mark's name I 

think... 

 ―About the great sing-a-longs he 

led with the children.‖ Allison Carney 

 ―Of someone who cares and is 

ready to listen.‖  Lu Sheehan 

  ―Of a man who loves and enjoys 

what he does.  Of a man 

who has a lot of 

patience with people.  

Of a man who is 

respectful, very 

responsible, open to new 

ideas, is a hard worker 

and who is full of the 

love of God.‖  Jesús 

Salas 

 ―Of the many 

children he graciously 

served at the school.‖ 

Michelle Burkhart 

 ―Of a compassionate, 

giving pastor who puts 

time and effort into everything he does 

for Christ, for others, and for our 

parish.‖ Katherine Viviano 

 ―Of him playing the guitar around 

the campfire when he used to come 

camping with us. Or his songs at the 

end of the school year that got the kids 

really wound up!!‖ Monica Ahern 

 ―How did this man become so 

successful and not know the difference 

between VoIP and PoE?‖ Joe Vyhanek 

and the Physical Plant Committee 

Father Mark's greatest contribution 

to Holy Cross is . . . 

 ―Fostering an environment where 

people enjoy their parish.‖  

Joe Vyhanek 

 ―His dedication to the children and  

youth.‖ Lu Sheehan 

 ―Himself.‖  Allison Carney 

 ―His ongoing passion for serving 

the Lord, as well as his time and 

effort in keeping Holy Cross a 

spiritual environment.‖  

Katherine Viviano 

 “His stability and vision for the 

parish.‖ Monica Ahern  

 ―Enhancing the Hispanic 

Community within the parish.  He 

has learned the language, he has 

been a very good pastor to us and he 

has always had an open mind to hear 

our ideas and has helped us to put 

them into practice.‖ 

Jesús Salas 

My prayer for Father 

Mark is . . . 

 ―That Our Precious 

Lord continues to 

guide him as he takes 

on his new position in 

Kansas City, Kansas.‖  

Allison Carney 

 ―He once said he 

just wanted to be a 

happy priest. My 

prayer is that he 

continues on with this 

wonderful goal.‖ Lu 

Sheehan 

  ―That he continues to touch 

the lives of our children.‖ Michelle 

Burkhart 

 ―He will find a new "home" at his 

new position, and find peace as he 

continues to serve God's people.‖ 

Monica Ahern 

 ―That he loves his new 

assignment as much as he loves Holy 

Cross.‖ Katherine Viviano 

 ―I pray that God will be with him 

all the time in his new 

responsibilities and that he receives 

God’s love so he can continue 

sharing that love with everybody as 

he has done for the last 12 years at 

Holy Cross.‖  Jesús Salas 

 

Dinner for    
how many? 
~ Anne Lawrence 

 Yes, there will be four couples, 

that’s right, eight people for dinner! 

 Kevin & Pam Beauford are the 

present coordinators of a ―delicious‖ 

program called ―Dinner for Eight.‖  

Every three months, four couples, or 

eight people, meet in a fellow 

parishioner’s home to enjoy an 

evening meal.  The host furnishes 

meat and beverages, and guests supply 

vegetables, salad, bread and dessert. 

 Kevin & Pam joined the group as a 

social club and have been involved 

since 1988.  There are currently 

twelve couples participating regularly, 

and, in addition, a few subs.   

 The benefits are many, but 

especially getting to know 

parishioners, and their kids, on a 

personal basis, resulting in lifetime 

friendships. 

 ―The first time we went,‖ says 

Kevin, ―we sat at the table for three 

hours, and we only went out to eat 

once in twenty years!  We know all 

the children and follow their dreams 

and expectations.‖ 

 The children, especially the 

youngsters, can be cared for by a sitter 

in another part of the house.  ―It 

becomes a storybook, and each dinner 

is another chapter,‖ said Pam.  ―The 

couples come from different cultures 

and share their backgrounds with each 

other.  The friendships become 

treasures.‖ 

 New parishioners are invited to 

join at any time, including single 

persons.   If you would like to become 

part of these fun evenings of food and 

conversation, call Kevin or Pam 

Beauford at 381-7414 for more 

information. 

Photograph by Jim Wendling 
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Meet Fr. Bob 
(Continued from Page 1) 

months I have been residing in the 

Parish of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 

Topeka while working as an 

"apprentice" to Fr. John Cordes.  I felt 

very much supported by the saints and 

Our Blessed Mother in these previous 

missions.    

  Today I am called to stand directly 

in the shadow of the Cross here in 

Overland Park!!  While reading of the 

Pope's recent trip to Cyprus, and 

knowing that I was coming to Holy 

Cross, his remarks seemed extremely 

providential: 

     The world needs the Cross.  The 

Cross is not just a private symbol of 

devotion, it is not just a badge of 

membership of a certain group within 

society, and in its deepest meaning it 

has nothing to do with the imposition 

of a creed or a philosophy by force.  It 

speaks of hope, it speaks of love, it 

speaks of the victory of non-violence 

over oppression, it speaks of God 

raising up the lowly, empowering  

 the weak, conquering division, and 

overcoming hatred with love.  A world 

without the Cross would be a world 

without hope… L’Osservatore 

Romano  June 5, 2010.                                                     

 Our Holy Father's reflections on 

the spirituality of the Cross point all of 

us toward the transcendent "beauty" of 

this locus, i.e., this spiritual place, 

where "our hearts burn within us" (Lk. 

24:32).   The Cross is a sign of hope 

for all of humanity because it points to 

the One who gave His life for us in 

love.  I pray that this same love might 

set all our hearts on fire...a living 

flame burning as one in the Church of 

the Holy Cross.  

Pastoral Reflection 
Continued from Page 2 

they couldn’t get priests or where 

priests were afraid to go. 

 Did you ever feel that you were in 

danger?  That’s just part of the 

missionary life. Only one time was I 

worried.  In Tijuana, working with 

gangs, things started getting a little out 

of hand.  If you’re trying to do God’s 

will, anything that happens, you know 

it’s part of God’s will.  When giving 

retreats for the Missionaries of Charity 

Sisters, we prayed for the grace of 

martyrdom, in case it happens.  I gave 

a retreat to sisters in Liberia, and later, 

three of those Missionaries of Charity 

sisters were martyred in the conflicts. 

 What has drawn you to parish 

ministry rather than missionary work? 

The Missionaries of Charity Fathers 

decided to focus their priestly efforts 

on the sisters – more like a chaplain 

role.  I feel more called to formation.  

In Mexico, I trained lay ministers to 

go out and spread Christ’s message.  

But there are invisible people in 

Topeka or Overland Park, too.  Many 

Catholics have an Emergency Room 

mentality when it comes to church.  

When they need a Baptism or First 

Communion, they know where to find 

the church. I’ve never been one to sit 

in an office and appease.  The Roman 

Curia just established an Office of 

Evangelization under Pope Benedict, 

mainly to revive the Catholic Church 

in Europe, to make lay Catholics 

missionaries, to send them out into the 

community, to be more proactive in 

spreading the Gospel.  Now, Christian 

Evangelicals are sweeping the 

Hispanic Community.  There’s no 

reason we Catholics can’t go out.  I 

look at Overland Park as the new 

mission territory. 

 It’s good to have a leader with 

experience who can train us in 

suburbia, because I think we don’t 

know where to start.  We don’t know 

what’s acceptable socially.  As a 

foreigner in Mexico, I was an 

outcast.  I’m not afraid to be 

humiliated.  I didn’t worry about 

what was socially acceptable.  I 

don’t know if that’s good or bad, but 

I just did what needed to be done. 

 Do you see your day-to-day 

activities changing as you shift into a 

pastor’s role?  I hope not.  Mother 

Teresa’s attitude was to be deeply 

contemplative in the home and to be 

like Saint Paul in mission work – 

strong in prayer.  So I don’t see that 

conflicting with my new role. 

 What hobbies do you enjoy?  

Hobbies?  Oh, I don’t know.  I like 

to train for triathlons.  And when I 

have time, I like to read theology. 

 What kind of food do you like?  I 

have a feeling you’ll be getting a lot 

of it.  Anything.  I have a cast iron 

stomach, so I can eat hot and spicy 

foods.  It doesn’t matter where it 

came from.  I eat whatever is there. 

 What can we as a parish do to 

help you in your transition?  Be 

yourself. 

 Is there anything else that you’d 

like the parish to know about you?  

I’m from the Midwest, but I enjoy 

other cultures and languages.  I’m 

eager to meet the different ethnic 

groups at Holy Cross and maybe 

even to learn more languages.  

Hispanics, Vietnamese, Koreans – 

I’d like to meet everyone. 

(Continued next column) 

 

The Holy Cross Triumph is 

published monthly, except for 

January & July, by the Church of the Holy 

Cross, Overland Park, KS. 
 

 Managing Editor:   Robert Bacic 
 

 Editor:      Pam Seger 
 

 Photographer:         Jim Wendling 

 

Church of the Holy Cross 

8311 W. 93rd St. 

Overland Park, KS  66212 

913-381-2755 
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downstairs renovation 

project! 


