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have two to three weeks to submit 
their bids. 
 “Once we receive the bids, we will 
review them and award the contract to 
the company with the best package,” 
said Parish Manager Mark Engen.  
“We can then get started with the 
renovation of the downstairs.” 
 As of now, the renovation project 
is scheduled to begin June 1 and will 
take four to five months to complete, 
according to Father Mark.  Renovation 
of the downstairs includes relocating 
the offices, remodeling the kitchen and 
the bathrooms and remodeling the 
parish hall.  Additionally, the 
bathrooms upstairs will be remodeled. 
 Once the downstairs is complete, 
there are also plans to add a handicap 
door opener to one of the doors 
leading to the outside and to replace 
the floor covering in the church. 
 In preparation for the renovation, 
the staff is meeting to discuss the best 
way to accommodate activities that 
would normally be held in the 
basement. 

~ Marian Cherry 
In spite of the current economic 
condition, pledges for the Capital 
Campaign have continued to come 
in.  In fact, as of December 30 – the 
half-way mark of the campaign – 
63 percent of the pledges have been 
collected. 
 “I would like to personally thank 
people for their generosity, 
especially during these difficult 
financial times,” said Father Mark.  
“It is a testament to our parishioners’ 
generosity and their love for the 
parish.” 
 With more than half of the 
pledged amount collected, the 
renovation project can now begin.  
During the first two months of the 
year, members of the Parish 
Renovation committee have been 
meeting with the architect who is 
currently in the process of finalizing 
the construction documents.  Once 
this step has been completed, the 
project will be put out to bid to a 
select group of contractors who will 
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 drawn to a more traditional prayer that 
resonates with the needs of our heart.  
Or perhaps we’ll feel the 
encouragement toward a new style of 
prayer that is adapted to our life 
situation today.   
 Enter into the cleansing process 
that is Lent.  Strive to have some 
dedicated prayer time each day.  Pick 
up a book of Lenten reflections and 
take 10 minutes at lunch hour, or first 
thing in the morning, or late at night 
when the children have gone to sleep.  
Come join us for daily mass on your 
way to work.  Join us on Fridays for 
the Stations of the Cross and mass.  
Pick up a Rice Bowl and follow the 
daily meditations on how we can pray, 
fast, give and learn.  I have found 
great benefit in doing the Rice Bowl 
each Lent.  Pick something to fast 
from; this could be food, a certain type 
of speech, a certain habit of gossiping.  
We can fast from negative comments, 
from excessive email use, from video 
games, from unnecessary use of 
petroleum…..on and on the list could 
go.  Let’s use this time to have a great 
spring cleaning of our spiritual 
practice.  As we open our hearts to the 
new possibilities God has in store 
we’ll find renewed energy and 
abundant grace.  This is God’s Lent to 
Easter promise!  

Lent, a Time for Spring Cleaning! 
~ Fr. Mark 
 The holy ground of our Holy 
Cross Parish hall and basement has 
served us well for the past 40+ years.  
This spring and summer, some 
exciting activity will occur.  Plans 
are moving quickly for us to 
renovate the downstairs.  In fact, as 
of this writing, the plan is to begin 
on June 1 with the renovation of the 
church hall, the kitchen and the 
downstairs offices.  To make this 
renovation possible, we are going to 
have to literally clean out our closets 
and storage rooms.  Only the Holy 
Spirit and our guardian angels know 
what we are going to encounter as 
we go through all that has been 
stored in all the nooks and crannies 
of the basement!  As we go through 
each closet and storage area we will 
encounter some items that are 
necessary and that we will want to 
use again.  We will decide to discard 
other items because they are no 
longer of use to us.  Some items we 
won’t be sure what to do with as 
they remind us of past parish events 
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and have sentimental value to us.     
 Lent is, if you will, a spiritual 
spring cleaning for our spiritual 
practice.  This time of year has fewer 
distractions than the Christmas 
season so we are able to focus on the 
condition of our spiritual lives.   As 
we simplify our lives through prayer, 
fasting and the giving of alms we 
also make personal decisions about 
how we can best live for God.  In our 

times of prayer we will be able to 
better discern what day to day habits 
that we have are helping us to be 
better mothers and fathers, sons and 
daughters.  With the grace of the 
Holy Spirit we will know what 
habits we need to let go of, or at least 
pray for the grace to turn around and 
get our life on the right course.  In 
our Lenten practice we will discover 
some things that we are no longer 
helpful for us.  Perhaps we’ll feel 
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~ Robert Bacic  
In the gospel reading for Ash 
Wednesday, Jesus says, “When you 
are praying, do not behave like the 
hypocrites who love to stand and pray 
in synagogues or on street corners in 
order to be noticed.  Whenever you 
pray, go to your room, close your 
door, and pray to your Father in 
private.”  (Mt 6: 5-6)   
 This text is clearly calling us to be 
pure in our motivations when we pray, 
but I also think it is calling us to do 
something a little less clear and more 
mysterious.  I believe Jesus is calling 
us to find our “inner room,” the place 
within ourselves where we can enter 
into intimate union with God.   
 Father Mark will lead an Evening 
of Reflection on Thursday, March 18, 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., in Room 3.  His 
topic will be “Centering Prayer.” 
 Centering Prayer is a silent 
Christian meditation practice that 
traces its origins to the Desert Fathers 
of the 3rd and 4th centuries.  Through 
instruction, practice and reflection, he 
will explain the value of praying in 
this particular way, and teach 
participants how to do it.  There will 
be time for questions as well as 
information about Centering Prayer 
groups in the area, including our own 
prayer group here at Holy Cross. 
 Centering Prayer is not meant to 
replace other forms of prayer.  Rather, 
it is meant to enhance them.  So, 
accept the Lenten challenge of praying 
more often and in more ways as we 
prepare for the great feast of Easter, 
and encountering the transforming 
presence of God.  See the ad on page 4 
for more details. 
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~Robert Bacic 
 On February 21, amid blowing 
snow, frigid temperatures and icy 
roads, our catechumen & candidates 
celebrated the Rite of Election with 
Archbishop Naumann at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Shawnee.   
 Holy Cross is privileged to receive 
eight new adult members during this 
upcoming Easter Vigil.  
Linzie Wohletz will celebrate the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation 
and Eucharist.  Those who will be 
making Professions of Faith, receiving 
Confirmation and Communion are:  
Katie Aaronson, Kyle Gallagher, 
Margaret Wanjiku-Gitobu, 
Beverly Roth, William Sweatt, 
Kirsten Sweatt, , & John Witzgall.  
Look for their pictures in the narthex 
near the statue of Mary. 

 As part of their final formation, 
these “Elect” participate in a series 
of rituals during the 11:00 a.m. 
Mass.  The Penitential Rite was held 
on February 28 for those who are 
already baptized.  On March 7, 14 & 
21, the Scrutinies are celebrated with 
Linzie Wohletz, who is to be 
baptized.  In order to prepare for 
these special rites, our Elect meet 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. on the Sunday 
mornings of Lent to pray with the 
Scriptures that will be proclaimed 
that day.  Those attending the 
11 o’clock Mass will notice that the 
readings will be different from the 
other Masses.  This is because the 
readings are always the same for the 
Scrutinies.  I invite you to pray with  
and for these new members as they 
journey toward Easter. 
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 Sometimes there simply are no 
words. Before deep sorrow, ecstatic 
joy, profound awe or intense love, 
ordinary words give way to poetry and 
song, and sometimes even these must 
give way to music, to dance, to 
silence. We sit with a loved one near 
death, or grieve with a friend in her 
loss, and all we can do is silently 
touch a hand. A mother gazes quietly 
into the eyes of the contented baby she 
holds in her arms, and it is enough. 
Lovers linger in a silent embrace, 
listening only to each other’s 
heartbeats, and time stops. In our 
sacred rituals, there are times when 
words cannot convey the deep mystery 
being celebrated. At those moments, 
the ritual often prescribes the laying 
on of hands, a slow, deliberate placing 
of the presider’s hands on the top of 
the head of the person on whom our 
prayers are focused. The touch that 
humans naturally use to soothe and 
forgive becomes a symbol of God’s of 
healing and forgiveness in our 
sacramental rites. The welcoming 
embrace and fond touch of the face 
become the touch of the hand 

 Christ Renews His Parish is a two-
day renewal weekend designed to 
establish a stronger personal 
relationship with Christ and fellow 
parishioners.   
   The weekend offers participants 
the opportunity to learn from the 
experiences of other parishioners in an 
informal and relaxed environment of 
reflection, fellowship and fun.  
Scripture sharing, Reconciliation and 
Eucharist are provided throughout the 
weekend, along with the ultimate 
opportunity to say yes to Christ’s 
invitation to have a closer personal 
relationship with him. 

prescribed at baptism and 
confirmation, and at the same time it 
is the touch of God’s Holy Spirit, 
transforming and empowering all 
that is touched. 
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Men’s Renewal Weekend:   
April 10-11, 2010 

 

Women’s Renewal Weekend:   
May 1-2, 2010 

 

Brochures are located in the church 
narthex.  Call Christy Kincaid at  
913-901-0445 or Bill Hogue at  
913-642-2991. 


