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“It's heartbreaking to hear panic in
the voice of a husband who's just

lost his job. 1tell him, ‘You're not

alone.”

Those words, “You're not alone,”
can be like a salve to anyone
struggling in life. When they come
from Holy Cross parishioner, Steve
Homan, they can also be a first step
toward new employment.

With the unemployment rate
currently around 10%, a larger pool
of qualified seekers find themselves
competing for a dwindling number
of jobs. That discouraging
realization, combined with the
sudden isolation of unemployment,
can thwart the process of finding
work. On the other hand, the
support of a knowledgeable peer can
fuel the determination needed to
persevere through the job search.
Steve Homan has volunteered his
time and expertise to provide a job
search support service in the parish
for about five years. Knowing that
it's less intimidating to begin the
search with a contact close to home,
Steve helps any parishioner who
calls. “I start by encouraging job
seekers to build a network or
contacts and then we go from there/”

Often, the first suggested step is
to tap into the community career

services at Johnson County
Community College. Steve rates their
Job Clubs as “the best organized
meetings around.” An extremely
helpful resource, each meeting (see
below for details) is a roundtable
exchange of information between job
seekers. JCCC also provides contact
information for openings that run the
gamut of employment opportunities.

Besides directing parishioners to
JCCC, Steve also reviews resumes and
offers pointers from a writer’s
perspective. “The resume is very
important.” Steve reveals that the
poor presentation of a resume can
eliminate a perfectly qualified
applicant. Since the process of finding
work is a job in itself, he is quick to
point out that it is necessary to
dedicate forty hours per week to the
endeavor. Steve’s practical advice is
warmed by emotional encouragement.
“When someone is laid off, | remind
them that it's not personal. When you
lose your job, do not burn any bridges.
If you leave gracefully and with
dignity, they’ll remember.” Steve has
known of laid-off workers later being
rehired by the same company.

If you are currently searching for
work, don't hesitate to give Steve
Homan a call (913-642-8868). “Don't
give up,” he says. “There’s a job
waiting for you somewhere.”
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Ash Wednesday will be upon us in
just 10 days. It opens a stark seaso
full of bare branches and purple

hues. It matches how February feels.

But both February and Ash
Wednesday yield to a brighter, more
colorful and warmer time called

spring. The old English word we usge

in church for this transformation is
Lent.

There is a predictable surprise tg
the turn of each season. We know
that it is coming; we have traveled
this way before, yet somehow it is a
brand new experience that leaves u
wondering what will happen next.
By the time the second Sunday of
Lent rolls around, we secretly begin
to wonder if Easter will ever get
here. It seems so far away. But
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despite our doubts, we wait, we pray,

we fast and we do charity, because
this is how Easter has come before.

Remembering our past makes
living in the present a much more
livable and graceful experience. Of
course, we know that Easter will
come this year, because we can
remember our favorite Easters from
years gone by. Itis our memory that
gives us the confidence to hold out
our arms and embrace the future. It
is remembering what God has done
for us in the past that gives us the
faith to trust that God is with us
today and tomorrow.

So in these spacious, stripped
down days of Lent, let us remember
and be grateful for God’s constant
interest in our lives, and care for us
in times when we needed the
assurance of God'’s grace.
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Valentine is the most famous
February saint, but this month is als
the feast day of St. Scholastica on
February 18.

She is the twin sister of St.
Benedict of Nursia who lived from
approximately 480-543 A.D.
According to St. Gregory, she
dedicated herself to God from an
early age. Little is
known of her life
until after St.
Benedict moved to
Monte Cassino.
She moved to
Plombariola and is
said to have
founded and
become abbess of
convent about five
miles from the
Benedictine
monastery at Montd

the night, and they continued to talk.
O Scholastica died three days later. It is
said that her brother had seen her soul
rise to heaven in the shape of a dove.
Scholastica is the patron saint of
Benedictine sisters, and she is invoked
against storms. She is shown in art
dressed as a nun with a crosier and
crucifix; or with a dove flying from
her mouth; or kneeling
before St. Benedict's
cell; or with a dove at
her feet or bosom.
| our own local monastery
of Benedictine Sisters is
named after her, Mount
St. Scholastica. This
wonderful group of
women was featured on
a PBS showReligion &
Ethics Newsweeklpn
October 3. To view

Cassino. The convent is thought to
have been under the direction of he
brother; thus she is regarded as the
first Benedictine nun. She visited
her brother once a year, the two
meeting in a nearby house because
women were not allowed to go
inside Benedict's monastery.
According to St. Gregory, on
their last visit, Scholastica had a
premonition that it would be the last
time they would meet, so she asked

her brother to stay until the next day.

Benedict resisted, because he did n
wish to break his own rule by
spending a night away from Monte
Cassino. In response to his
resistance she laid her head on the
table and prayed that God would
intercede for her. Just as she
finished praying, a terrible storm
began, which made travel
impossible. St. Benedict remained
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the story online go to
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/
religionandethics Look for the search
bar on the upper right corner and type
in “Building a Monastery of the

Heart” to find out how the spirit of

St. Scholastica is being lived out today
in our archdiocese.
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By Fr. Dennis Wait

My seminary days were the first
time | had really left home on my
own for a long period of time. |
spent two years of college seminary,
received my Bachelor Degree in
Philosophy, and then spent another
four years of Theology, attaining my
Masters of Theology, all at St.
Thomas Seminary in Denver, CO.
The priest | would like to write about
was my spiritual director and teacher
during my years in the seminary.

once a week. | always looked
forward to our sharing. It was like
having a mentor who really cared far
me and what | was facing in my
early beginnings of preparation for
the priesthood. | could share
anything with him and | knew that it
was sacred. | even chose to have h
as my confessor.

| believe | have always been a
optimistic person. Fr. Don helpe
me to face my fears, my failings an
His name was Fr. Donald Spitzka. my shadow side as well. He woul

Fr. Spitzka taught English and | joke with me, when | would tell him
really enjoyed his compassionate anc
passionate heart for English
literature. He would often tell me
that knowing literature mean
knowing life, the two were
intertwined. This | found out as wel
and it gave me a zest for great works
of literary art, like “The Sound and
the Fury” by William Faulkner. |1
stil remember the character of
Dilsey, the maid, who was always in
the kitchen doing her work. But al
the characters in the novel seemed
make it to the kitchen and spend time
there with Dilsey and the warmth
the kitchen stove. There they could about the prayer of the “Hail, Holy
be themselves and express what wa Queen” (“Salve Regina”) that | said
in their hearts.

These beginning years in th
seminary really set a pattern for m
future priestly service. It wa
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of the day. The line of the prayer
was: “mourning and weeping in this
valley of tears” and | would add
listening to Fr. Don describe these “from the valley of tears to the
literary characters in the novels, that summit of joy.” He said that he
| began to see a growing connectign wanted to know where | got that
between daily life experiences and summit of joy. | told him that |
the presence of “someone” whp knew difficulty, pain and loss, but |
brought warmth to my heart. | felf could always find my way with Jesus
the presence of God in these storigs to that summit of joy. | would just

And by the way, these stories dealt beam and he would just look at me.

with the dark side of life as well an
the struggles we all face.
Fr. Don never rushed me whil

Fr. Don kept me grounded when all|l
could do was soar like the eagles.
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we met for about an hour each time, we were to receive tonsure.

I remember when | was getting
ready to take my first step into the
world of theology and minor orders,
This is
where they clip some of your hair in
the pattern of a cross. It means that
the Lord Himself is your lot, your
portion. 1 told Fr. Don that | didn't
think | could organize anything and
that | wouldn't make a very good
priest. But he encouraged me. |

n began to cry when | received tonsure

and felt so unworthy of this calling to
be a priest. | just couldn’t believe that
| was really on my way to being a
servant for the Lord and for God’s
People.

Once you were ordained a deacon,
then you could join the Vincentian
Fathers, priests, in their social area of
the seminary. This was a big step,
because being ordained a transitional
deacon was the last step before being
ordained a priest.

Once when we were visiting with
the other priests, Fr. Don came up to
me and called me Dennis and | called
him “Don”. It was as if | now stepped
into a brotherhood of first names.
There was such a warmth and sense of
accomplishment that put us on equal
planes and it was an honoring of the
other. | believe to this day, that is why
| have been in a priests’ prayer support
group, all 37 years of my priesthood.

at the end of the rosary or the close Sure signs of respect and titles are

important, but to be a brother to
another ordained man is such a
blessing! And | have learned thru the
Cursillo that to be a brother with Jesus
Himself is the crowning touch of that
summit of joy, and a brother to lay
men and women as well.

When | left St. Thomas Seminary, |
did keep in touch with Fr. Don for
sometime. To this day, | have learned
to be caring, like he was and to take
my time with others. | know people
think sometimes that | fall asleep in

Continued on page 4



(Continued from page 3)

the Liturgy (when | stop to meditate
and that my Masses are long; but | still
sense that | want to hold onto that
presence of care and warmth whereverAre you looking for something to do
I go now and celebrate it! this Lent to make the Word of God

| have come to enjoy and cherish more meaningful, to enrich your
the life stories of people. | seem to experience of Sunday Mass and to
find maybe more of that summit of joy strengthen your spiritual life?
in all of these, but also realized and Consider sharing your faith with a
agonize over the pain and hurt that| | small group of parishioners, becaus
see in people (mourning and weeping faith shared is faith that grows.
in the valley of tears). | pray that they During the six weeks of Lent you
too will realize that there is a God who will gather to read the Scriptures for
cares beyond all care and who is sothe coming weekend, and to share
willing to let them just sit with Him in| what those Bible readings are sayin
the kitchen, or in the social hall or toyou. There will be time for prayer
quietly at rest. and discussion of what it means to

| have often said that my life is be a disciple of Jesus in daily life. A
what it is today, because of the care,booklet titled,Disciples on the
love and truth that | have received Journeywill provide an outline of

from so many in my life today. With each meeting, along with prayers and

God, Our Lady, St. Joseph, St. questions for discussion. There is n
Francis, St. Therese, Padre Pio, Andrefee to participate, although donation
Bessette, my family, my brother are welcome. If you would like to
priests, my Sanctuary of Hope join a group, contact the Church

Community, my friends, even those Office before February 12th for
who | find difficult to love, have
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Your new parish Pastoral Council is
hard at work on a strategic plan for
Holy Cross. An updated mission
statement for the parish is close to
completion, based on the feedback
they received from parishioners during
the last two weeks of January. Next a
new vision statement for Holy Cross
will be developed, followed by an
assessment of our ministries, facilities
and demographic trends. All this
information will form the foundation
upon which five-year goals, objectives
and action plans will be developed.
Periodically through out the process,
the Pastoral Council will be soliciting
input from parish groups in order to
learn about the parish’s strengths and
needed areas for growth. Look for
future updates on the progress of their
work. The 12 members of the Pastoral
Council are pictured below.

become my most sacred companio
on the journey. | believe, Fr. Do
Spitzka, that we will see each other
again on that summit of JOY!

Correction: The December issue of
The Triumphpublished an incorrect
website for Project Gabriel. The
correct website is http://
www.diogh.org/RespectLife/
gabrielproject.htm

Ash Wednesday
Is Feb. 17, 2010

Mass times: 6:30, 9:00 a.m.,

12:10 p.m. (Word & Ashes),
6:00 & 7:30 p.m. (Spanish)




